The Wigglywalks

Three walks on the Kennet & Avon Canal between
Pewsey and Crofton.

Walk 4 Easy: Wilcot to Pewsey via Pewsey Wharf
Distance 2.8 Miles (4.5km)

A walk featuring Wilcot, Pewsey Wharf, the Buckleaze Conservation
Area & the Scotchel Nature Reserve.

Use Connect2 Wiltshire bus Line 2.

Wait for the bus at the Co-op supermarket in Pewsey Town Centre.

Take the Connect2 Wiltshire bus Line 2 to the Golden Swan, Wilcot.
Head north along Wilcot main street, cross over Wilcot Bridge

(no. 117) and turn right onto the canal towpath, after 1/2 a mile
cross the canal at Bristow Bridge (no. 115) continue for just over
1/2 a mile to Pewsey Wharf, here there is an interpretation board
as well as a café and restaurant. Continue on the towpath to

Pain's Bridge (no. 113). Once at Pain's Bridge (no. 113) turn right off
the towpath and proceed down the lane noting the Badger Setts.

When you reach Buckleaze Nature Reserve climb over the stile and
follow the path, there is a sharp left hand turn then a stile opening
right onto a firm, surfaced path. Bearing left continue under the
railway arch and immediately left again to enter Scotchel Nature Park.

The path winds alongside a stream before exiting onto the
main road; cross with care. You will see a line of shops indicating
Pewsey town centre.

Walk 5 Moderate: Wootton Rivers to Pewsey
via Jones Mill Nature Reserve
Distance 5 6 Miles (8.5 10km)

A walk featuring Wootton Rivers, Martinsell Hill, the Kennet & Avon
Canal towpath, the Buckleaze Conservation Area & the Scotchel
Nature Reserve. Use Connect2 Wiltshire bus Line 3. When booking
your journey ask to be dropped at the Royal Oak Public House,
Wootton Rivers.

Wait for the Connect2 Wiltshire bus at the Co-op supermarket in
Pewsey Town Centre. Once off the bus look for the road directly
opposite the the Royal Oak, signed ‘Clench’. Go along this lane and
take the road leading off to the right signed East Wick. Stay on this
road, uphill, past East Wick Farm on the right. At the junction just
beyond the farm turn right. The road becomes steep and at the top
of the hill enter the parking area on the left, go through the gate in
the far right hand corner of the car park. The path follows the line
of the trees and you are now on Martinsell Hill.

Stay on the well worn path, keeping to the edge of the hill and
enjoy the magnificent views of the Pewsey Vale. Go through the
gate and past the line of earth works on your right and look for
a gate in the fence on your left. Go through the gate and head
diagonally downhill towards a cluster of bushes. The path
continues down; go left to a large gate that opens onto a lane.

(Continued overleaf)

At the house on the right (West Wick House) the lane has a firm
surface, continue along this lane continue along the lane until you
come to the Canal. Access the canal through the gate on the left.
Go left again under the bridge. Beyond the bridge to the right is
Jones Mill Nature Reserve, this makes a pleasant diversion and
the towpath can easily be rejoined at the end of the field.

To return to Pewsey follow directions from Walk 4 except turning
left off the towpath.

For a slightly longer alternative walk which can become very muddy
so perhaps one for finer days. With the Royal Oak on your right.
Proceed eastwards, along Wootton Rivers Main Street, continue on
this street until a signpost marked bridleway just before a large
thatched house, and follow the signpost for the bridleway and
continue uphill. At the fork turn left and then left again to access
Mud Lane, Mud Lane can be MUDDY. Once on the lane turn left and
continue uphill, eventually it will lead to the carpark and in the

right hand corner is the gate that will lead you to Martinsell Hill.

Walk 6 Difficult:
Crofton Pumping Station/Wilton Water to Pewsey
Distance 7.5 Miles (12km)

A walk featuring the Kennet & Avon Canal Towpath, Crofton
Pumping Station, the Bruce Tunnel, the Buckleaze Conservation
Area & the Scotchel Nature Reserve. Use Connect2 Wiltshire bus
Line 3.

When booking your journey ask to be dropped at the Crofton
Pumping Station.

Wait for the Connect2 Wiltshire bus at the Co-op supermarket in
Pewsey Town Centre. Follow the signs from Crofton Pumping
station onto the Kennet & Avon Canal towpath, cross the canal and
turn right. After approximately 11/2 miles you will reach the Bruce
Tunnel. Follow the towpath diversion over the tunnel rejoin the
towpath after approximately 300m. After 1/2 mile you will pass
Burbage Wharf Crane on the off side, this is a replica of the original
which stood on the Wharf until 1972. Continue on the towpath for 3
1/2 miles to Pain's Bridge.

To return to Pewsey follow directions from Walk 4.

If starting the walk from Bedwyn a very pleasant walk exists which
takes in Wilton Windmill and Bedwyn Brail. Details are available
from www.visitwiltshire.co.uk or Tourist information Centres.
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